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'The Queen's Room' and the drawing room adjoining.
The King was constantly there, probably finding Merton a
pleasant retreat from the bustle of Christ Church ".l Prince
Rupert and Prince Maurice occupied the Town Clerk's
residence, and Cul pepper lived in Wood's own house
opposite Merton College. Oxford was not really besieged,
except for a fortnight in the spring of 1645, unt^ after
the King's final departure in 1646; but every preparation
for standing a siege had long since been made. Trenches
were dug on the north and south of the city, and partially
on the west. The work " on the north of St. Giles's Church
was to be done by the townsmen, and six score and two on
their part appointed to work there daily," says Wood, " till it
were done: that work by St John's College walks was to be
done by the county or shire ; and that moles in Newe-parkes
was to be done by the privileged persons . . . (the Colleges
sending forth workmen also) ". A deep trench was afterwards
dug from the corner of Merton College wall to the Physic
Garden, and a "cut of ground toward the further end of
East Bridge by S. Clement was made for the letting in of
Charwell river the better to overflow Christ Church mede
and Cowley lands about Millham bridge, for the meeting
of Charwell and Thames together for defence of the city ".
Later on further precautions were taken in consequence of
news that the Parliamentary forces had advanced from
Reading, " and come stealing along among and under the
woods to Nettlebed, and so little by little to Stokenchurch,
from whence they got under the covert of the woods to
Tame". The houses in St. Clement's Parish, outside the
trenches, were pulled down, and Bartholomew's Grove or
Ulmetum was cut down all in one day " for fear lest the enemy
drawing near to besiege the town might harbour therein".
Bells were melted down for the casting of ordnance,
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